Source sheet #3 - Talmudic Sources for TSC shiur on Chanuka [www.tanach.orqg]
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Talmud Bavli - Tractate Shabbat 21b —

The rabbis taught: The law of Hanukah: one
candle for each household. Those who seek
to fulfil it well- one candle for each person.
Those who seek to fulfil the law in the
best possible manner: Beth Shamai says-
the first night light eight candles, and every
following night one flame less. According to
Beth Hillel [the reverse] -the first night one
candle, and increased by one on each night-...

*What is "Hanukah? The rabbis taught: "On
the twenty-fifth day of Kislev Hanukah
commences and lasts eight days, on which
lamenting the dead and fasting are prohibited.
When the Hellenists entered the sanctuary, they
defiled all the oil. When the Hasmoneans
prevailed and conquered them, oil was sought (to
light the Menorah) and only one vial was found
with the seal of the high priest intact. [Even
though] the vial contained sufficient oil for one
day only, a miracle occurred, and they lit from it
for eight days. The following year - these eight
days were established as days of Praise and
Thanksgiving [to God].

Talmud Bavli - Tractate Avoda Zara 8b

MISHNA: These are the festivals of
the heathens: Kalendls, Saturnalia..

GEMARA: The rabbis taught: Adam [the first
man], when he noticed that each day became
shorter and shorter, he cried: Woe is to me, for
the world becomes darker and darker - because
of my sin, and it seems to be returning to 'chaos
and ruin’; and this is my death which was decreed
by heaven.

He arose and fasted and prayed eight days.
Thereafter, he noticed the ‘'winter solstice’, as
the days become longer, he understood that
such is the cycle of the world, and celebrated
for eight days. The next year, he also proclaimed
the eight days on which he had fasted as
holidays. He established them to laud heaven;
his descendants, however, made them holidays
for the idols.



